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departure for Spain. This change was at once for the better and the worse. It imparted a more youthful appearance to her face; but her slender and elegant figure, which had been one of her principal attractions, had entirely disappeared. She was now decidedly embonpoint, and her figure had assumed that matronly air which we find in the statues of Agrippina, Cornelia, etc.
Still, however, she looked uncommonly well, and she wore a dress which became her admirably. Her judicious taste in these matters contributed to make her appear young much longer than she otherwise would. The Emperor, who seldom made remarks on female attire, except when a Court dress happened to strike him as having been worn too long, often noticed that of Josephine, of which he seemed proud. The best proof that can be adduced of the admirable taste of Josephine is the marked absence of elegance displayed by Maria Louisa, though both Empresses employed the same milliners and dressmakers, and Maria Louisa had a large sum allotted for the expenses of her toilet.
I have already mentioned that Madame Mere was very reserved in alluding to the Empress Maria Louisa. She observed the same rule with respect to her second daughter-in-law as she had observed toward her first; that is to say, she seldom spoke of her, and was always anxious to establish friendly feelings among her numerous children. In her relations with the latter, Madame Mere admirably maintained the dignity of her own position.
During the first few, months of her marriage, the new Empress seemed to imagine that the only individuals of the Imperial Family worthy of her attention were Napoleon and the Queen of Naples. Madame Mere, whose excellent understanding: pointed out to her the impropri-ovigo, Madame Duchatel, Madame Gazani, Madame de Bassano were very conspicuous among a crowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
